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From the Pastor’s Desk . . .
 

My how time flies!  It seems like yesterday (actually 10 years!) when we 
joined forces and faith for the Glory of God and our neighbor’s good!  
Early 2009 has quickly turned into early 2019!  Is it just age, or the pro-
cess of aging that rings true...time does seem to fly!  But is there a con-
necting link between yesterday, today, and tomorrow?  What is that won-
derful link between “Hello”, Goodbye, and tomorrow?...I suggest the 
Truth that Jesus revealed in his first sermon shared in Luke 4:14-21.  
Notice that truth he shared then was really a quote from Isaiah 61:1-2.  
What a continuity of faithfulness from his then past to his present...and 
even the challenge for our living today. 
 
God’s Spirit was upon Jesus!  (A “hello?”).  He then modeled a life led 
by that Spirit.  Imagine a “Hello” to God’s Presence before, with us, and 
leading us onward. 
 
Having said “hello” at Nazareth, and showing God’s grace throughout 
his life, Jesus then says “Goodbye” (Acts 1), with the challenge that 
God’s Spirit will soon come upon each one in a new and profound way.  
That same Spirit that would flow through each one in a new and pro-
found way soon came.  Pentecost (Acts 2) verified that promise!  Jesus 
went up—the Spirit of God came down—the church went out! 
 
What has changed in 2000 years?  Even though I just recounted hello 
and goodbye in Jesus’ life...even more so was the uniting all of our living 
in the One who proclaimed I AM.  Therefore, we are!  While our human 
hello and goodbyes speak of times in our lives, and even greater truth is 
the Spirit of God with us at all times.  In that same Spirit we can rejoice 
for the good...the helpful...hopeful...Godly moments we have shared, 
and build upon them for tomorrow.  Any other building will be on shifting 
sand.  Hello—Goodbye!  No!  Instead, let us celebrate the One who 
brought us together and leads each one of us on in His Name. 
 

God bless all of us on His Journey.   Pastor Jim 



The Light On The Hill  

 

WITNESS COMMISSION 

 
Our initial meeting of February 11th had been 
postponed due to weather conditions.   
Gloria started the prayer off and had every-
one look over the Agenda and introduced 
everyone to Courtenay of Joyel Ministries.  
Other attendees were Linda Wilson, Dale Mil-
ler, and Pastor Marla. 
 
I had asked Courtney to come share infor-
mation about the Bible Camps as I thought we 
could use that as an outreach program to the 
neighborhood.  If we were to use that pro-
gram, we would need to put it into our budg-
et.  However, the summer months they would 
like to use conflict with the CARES program in 
July, the June Yard Sale and any other sum-
mer events we might plan. We will keep the 
information on hand in case something chang-
es.  The cost to all participants is $71.00 and 
the teachers would also need housing and 
payment for the week.  They supply every-
thing needed and we would have to find the 
children for the camp. 
 
We were pleased with the collection of 
$20.00 [which needs to be written up on 
voucher since it came in the offering] and 83 
cans of soup, and a little fun with soup sam-
pling on the way out of the worship service. A 
mostly positive response was given for the 
Sausage Soup that Gloria shared.  The Patri-
ots had 46 cans and the Rams had 37 cans. 
 
Dale Miller shared some information about 
having us go possibly 2 different days [April 
30 and May 1] to help with Meat Canning at 
the District's Meat Canning Project.  We cre-
ated a list of possible helpers for the differ-
ent days.  Dale will check with Carolyn about 
this possibility.  Gloria asked Dale to inquire 
at Project SHARE to see if anyone would be 
interested in participating.  We also will need 
to send $200, which we had budgeted to 
share with this project. 
 
We have made a request for funding for the 
Rwanda Project.  It also seems unclear about 
the voucher for the Micronutrient Project as 
to whether it was sent or not.  It was to have 
had some leftover funding from last year's 
budget.  Marla is to mail me the address as to 
where it should have gone if it has not been 
sent. 

News Of The Congregation  

For the New Neighbor baskets, Gloria has sup-
plied a second basket and some items from His-
tory on High, which has lots of information 
about Carlisle and Cumberland County.  Linda 
brought a package of water bottles.  She feels 
she has someone she could share a basket with 
now.  We will try to have the baskets ready by 
the end of the month of February.  Little 
snacks, items from Carlisle or Pennsylvania 
would be helpful.  The goal is to get 2 baskets 
ready to go.  We could also put mugs that we 
have in the basket.   Gloria went to check the 
mug supply after the meeting.  We are on the 
last box but there are about 4 to 5 layers in that 
box. 
 
Linda shared information on the latest Multi-
Cultural Conversations.  We had more folks from 
the congregation come to participate but none 
of the group that had been established before-
hand could make it for one reason or another.  
They only met from 4 to 5:30. Gloria signed the 
request for funding sheet for $30.00.  The next 
one will be scheduled for April 27 at 4pm.  
Hopefully, the weather will be more conducive 
to meeting and participants' schedules.  We also 
discussed the possibility of having the meeting 
in the gym, and children could be cared for us-
ing the CCNS play things.  Gloria suggested that 
we ask first as to whether that would be permis-
sible.  Dale will check with Mike Strickler, who 
is the go-between to see if that would be possi-
ble.  Gloria suggested that Linda make a poster 
to put up at the Sadler Health Center so that 
more people were made aware of what was 
available.  Try to bring that poster to the next 
meeting so we can evaluate for advertising. 
 
An issue with the Global Food Initiative [2 Cents 
a Meal offering].  The first quarter seems to 
have been skipped.  Dale promptly put the next 
one on the calendar so the next one will not be 
missed.  It always comes on the second Sunday 
of each year's quarter.  The next one should be 
collected on April 14th. 
 
One upcoming event is the May Salvation Army 
Soup Kitchen meal. 
 
Our next meeting will be held March 11th at 
1pm. 
 
Gloria, Chairperson of Witness Commission 
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 News Of The Congregation, Community & Letters We Get . . . 

WITNESS COMMISSION 

 

Our Daughter Church 

 

The church we helped to start in Rwanda, 

Africa, is doing quite well. They have put up 

a temporary building and are still working on 

funding to build a complete building for wor-

ship.  According to the new government reg-

ulations, they now have a rain barrel water 

source, enough toilets, a fence around the 

property, and even a parking lot for the non-

existent cars.  (The one man who owned a car 

has moved away.)  The temporary church 

will become a nursery school and denomina-

tional offices. 

 

Pastor Etienne remains the denominational 

leader.  Three other churches have been 

started and are working on buildings.  One 

church owns a building now, and the other 

two have buildings under construction.  We 

were able to help fund a motor scooter for 

Etienne, to save the hours of walking he had 

been doing. We also got a bicycle for the one 

pastor whose people are very spread out.  It 

would be great to furnish a few more bicy-

cles. 

 

The cow project went well.  Each pastor now 

has a cow, and they are giving away the 

calves to evangelists or poorer members in 

their churches.  This allows them to pay for 

schooling for their children.  One younger 

pastor named Emmanuel is graduating from  

 

 

Bible College this year, and will take over 

leadership from an older pastor who is ready 

to retire. 
 

The pygmies’ lives are improving.  Last year, 

one couple donated enough to build a water 

barrel source.  Their money also bought 

more blankets and mattresses, a project we 

started. We sent $250 three years ago to help 

with the pygmies who were sleeping on 

rocks but more bedding was needed.  Their 

farming project (we were the first to help 

with funding for this) has grown and grown, 

so that they are becoming independent of US 

American money in many areas.  Those 

“Irish potatoes” are great food and good 

sellers.  Global Food Initiative expects inde-

pendence in five years.  There is additional 

agricultural training all the time.  Chris El-

liott is traveling there in March to work at 

those issues. 

 

The Witness Commission continues to send 

money regularly. Any additional donations, 

especially to build the church building are 

very, very welcome!  Thanks for all you have 

done for our daughter church over the last 

years! 

 

 
 



The Light On The Hill  

Cross Keys Village 

 

Jardine Organ Concert 
 

March 3, 2:30-4:00pm @ Nicarry Meetinghouse.  Cross 

Keys Village is the (non-retirement) home of a historical 

1869 one-manual George Jardine (NY) tracker action or-

gan, rebuilt in 1983 by Brunner & Associates. This year is 

the 15th annual concert series on this invaluable instru-

ment. Richard Frey, longtime Music Director for the Uni-

tarian Universalist Congregation in York, will present a 

free, public concert in Nicarry Meetinghouse.  
 

Folk Music w/Neal and Coleen 
 
March 5, 2:00-3:30pm @ Nicarry Meetinghouse.  Neal and 
Coleen Walters live in Greencastle, Pennsylvania, but grew 
up in southern California. Their music has been influenced 
by many different artists, and they perform music for voice, 
autoharp, dulcimer and banjo. We are happy to welcome 
them to Cross Keys Village. This event is open to all and no 
reservation is necessary 

 
Biglerville High School Jazz Band 
 
Saturday, March 16, 2019, 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm @ Nicarry 

Meetinghouse , Professional Artists Series presents the locally 

renowned Biglerville High School Jazz Band. They may hail from 

apple country, but these youths have carved themselves a name 

for syncopated and soulful numbers. This free event is open to 

all. 

 

Adric Jardine Organ Concert 
 
March 31, 2:30-4:00pm @ Nicarry Meetinghouse.  Cross Keys 
Village is the (non-retirement) home of a historical 1869 one-

manual George Jardine.  Adric, the Organist and Choirmaster 
of St. Stephen's Anglican Church in Timonium, MD, will pre-

sent a free, public concert in Nicarry Meetinghouse. Free-will 

offerings will be accepted and refreshments will be served. 
Everyone is welcome! 

ATTN:  District Youth 
 

March 1-3, 2019:  Inter-district Youth 
Cabinet’s Roundtable at Bridgewater 
College; Brethren Senior High youth 
from up and down the East Coast attend 
this weekend retreat.  The cost is $60 per 
person.  For more information, go to  
http://iycroundtable.wixsite.com/iycbc/roundtable 
 
 

Pastor Mary Jane King wants to thank us 
for the over 70 Birthday cards her son Jeff 

received.  It made his day very special.  
 

 
Project SHARE would like to thank us 

for our continued donation of canned tu-

na, which makes it possible for them to 

assist their clients with nourishment and 

hope. 

 

 

Church World Service thanks you for 

your kind donation of Emergency Clean-

up Buckets.  Your compassion has given 

individuals and families touched by dis-

aster the tangible evidence that they 

matter.  That someone cares and that 

they are not alone.  Disasters can strike 

anywhere, anytime.  And they can take 

many forms:  tornadoes, earthquakes, 

civil conflict, drought, hurricanes and 

more.    Caring people like you—who un-

derstand the urgency of responding after 

a disaster—allow people in crisis to re-

ceive help when they need it, and hope 

for the future.  Learn more about the 

power of your compassion at cwskits.org. 

 



The Light On The Hill 

BINGO BRAIN BUILDING BENEFIT 

 

CCNS has announced that their annual 

Brain Building Benefit will be held on Sun-

day, March 3rd at the Carlisle Elk’s Lodge, 

120 W. Ridge Street, Carlisle.  Doors open 

12 noon, Bingo begins at 1:00 pm. There 

will be 20 bingo games, plus drawings, 

50/50, and more!  Each Bingo game prize 

will include a designer bag filled with 

goodies from local/national businesses.  A 

meal is included in the price of the ticket 

and there will also be a cash bar!  Tickets 

are $35 in advance and $40 at the door.  

Contact Brittany Sweeney at (717) 243-

0596 or email at: 

fundraising@ccns-preschool.org 

There is a flyer on the bulletin board. 
 

The Brethren Home annually asks for 

volunteers to help bring residents 

to Morning Worship. This year, Car-

lisle is being asked to help on Sunday, 

March 31 and April 7th.  Volunteers 

need to leave Carlisle by 8:15am and 

arrive by 9:00am at the Nicarry Meet-

inghouse.  If you would check your 

schedules, and can help, please speak 

to Gloria Ramirez, who is the Breth-

ren Home Representative, 

ASAP.  THANKS! 

 

 

The Children’s Aid Society thanks us for our sup-
port in 2018 and would like to invite us to the 
28th Annual Auction at the Lehman Center Tues-
day, April 30, 2019.  Auction preview and food is 
at 12:00 pm and the live auction at 5:00 pm.  The 
Silent Auction includes Art Collectibles, Theme 
Baskets, Gift Certificates and the Live Auction fea-
tures Art Collectibles, Sports Items and New Mer-
chandise.  For more info, call 717-845-5771 or 
www.cassd.org. 

MUSIC & WORSHIP 
 

The Music and Worship Commission 

is currently in the process  of securing 

special speakers for our Sunday 

morning worship services.  If anyone 

in the congregation knows of someone 

who could possibly fill this role, 

please forward names to me.  We are 

also in need of worship leaders each 

Sunday to guide the order of the ser-

vice.  A sign-up sheet is posted on the 

bulletin board and volunteers will be 

greatly appreciated.  The commission 

will also be responsible for preparing 

the bulletin each week.  We ask for 

your patience at this time of pastoral 

transition.  

 
 

NURTURE COMMISSION 

 

We are starting a Social Time here at 

the church every other Tuesday starting 

March 12th and March 26th from 1:00-

3:00.  Bring a snack if you want and a 

puzzle (I have a few).  We will start 

with two weeks to see the turn out and 

interest. 

Chairperson of Nurture, Doris Marks 

 

 

If the worship services need to be can-

celled due to poor weather conditions, 

the closing will be put on Channels 21 

and 27 by our Church Board Chair, Ike 

Tritt.  It should also come down the email 

prayer chain, and deacons will hopefully 

call those without email. 



The Light On The Hill  

On the Personal Side... 

Joys, Sorrows, & Concerns 
 
FRIENDS OF THE CONGREGATION who have been ill, hospitalized, or needing prayer 
this past month include:  230+ Nigerian girls kidnapped by Boko Haram.  Dorcas Yakubu re-
mains in captivity after three years.  Her family holds little hope for her return, but we can contin-
ue praying that God bless and protect her.  
 
 
PRAYERS AND CONCERNS THIS PAST MONTH TO:    
 
Prayer List: 
  PERSONS FROM THE CONGREGATION who have been ill, hospitalized, or needing pray-
er this past month include:    

               The Light On The Hill 
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Serving You In March . . . 

Worship  
 

Greeters 
 

Hospitality 
 

Ushers 
 

Our Record of Faithfulness 
 

                               Y-T-D               2016               Y-T-D.                   2016                     2017 
February 19              General Fund          General Fund         Building Fund           Building Fund              Special Giving 
                                      $18,537.00                 $6,879.50                 $290.00                       $195.00                       

 
“Knowledge makes us proud of ourselves, while love makes us helpful to others. ” 

1 Corinthians 8:1 
 

“No person was ever honored for what he received.  He was honored for what he gave.” 
~Calvin Coolidge 

 

 

Head Ushers 
 

March   3 -  
March 10 -  
March 17 -  
March 24 -  
March 31 - Dale Miller 

                  The Light On The Hill 

Worship Leaders 
 

March   3 -  
March 10 - 
March 17 -  
March 24 - 
March 31 -  

Children’s Time 
 

March   3 -   
March 10 -  
March 17 - March 24 -  
March 31 -  
 

Nursery 
 

March   3 -  
March 10 -  
March 17 -  
March 24 -  
March 31 -  

Sound Room 
 

March   3 -  
March 10 -  
March 17 - 
March 24 -  
March 31 -  

Our Record of Faithfulness 
 

                               Y-T-D                2018                Y-T-D                  2018                 Y-T-D   
February 17, 2019        General Fund        General Fund         Building Fund           Building Fund           Special Giving 

                                          
 

“God will only give you what you would have asked for if you knew everything he knows”  
― Timothy Keller  

 
You make known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand.  

Psalm 16:11 



The Light On The Hill  

 
 
 
 
 

Happy  
      Birthday 
  

Happy  
    Anniversary 
  

RECIPES OF THE MONTH 
       

PASTA SALAD 

 

7 oz Pasta 

1/4 cup Lettuce 

2 small Tomatoes sliced 

1 cup Broccoli florets 

Any other vegetables you want 

Sale & Pepper to taste 

2 tsp Vinegar 

2 cloves Garlic minced 

4 Lettuce leaves torn roughly 

1 tsp Red Pepper Powder 

2 tsp Olive Oil 

1 tsp Oregano for seasoning 

 

Boil the pasta for 10-12 mins until ten-

der.  Drain and rinse under cold water.  

In serving bowl, add lettuce, broccoli, 

tomato.  Drizzle with lemon juice, vine-

gar and olive oil.  Season with sale, 

pepper and oregano.  Toss all ingredi-

ents. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fimg%2F751212.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fclipart%2F751212.htm&docid=lG9mdDJwmoRb7M&tbnid=CjZfgBj2yLyE_M%3A&vet=1&w=736&h=738&bih=497&biw=960&ved=2ahUKEwjBpLugoc3


The Light On The Hill 

First Church of the Brethren 
1340 Forge Road 
Carlisle, PA  17013 

Pastors:  Jim & Marla Abe                                                                                                            Sunday School:  9:00 AM 
Secretary:  Judy Moore                                                                                                                            Worship 10:15 AM 
Church Office 717-243-4984                carlislecob.org 
                           A Christian Community Sharing the Love of God                                                 office@carlislecob.org                     

Address Service Requested 

 

It was one of those March days when the sun shines hot 

and the wind blows cold: when it is summer in the light, 

and winter in the shade. 

Charles Dickens 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartix.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2016%2F04%2FSeptember-clipart.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartix.com%2Fseptember-clip-art%2F&docid=s4ygwhhSWC1SMM&tbnid=t88aSOTnS6IDwM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwi7-bnPzsncAhV
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartix.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2016%2F04%2FSeptember-clipart.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartix.com%2Fseptember-clip-art%2F&docid=s4ygwhhSWC1SMM&tbnid=t88aSOTnS6IDwM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwi7-bnPzsncAhV
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March 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1   SOPA In-
ter District 
Youth Cabi-
net’s Round-
table thru 
March 3rd 

2   9:30- 
3:30 SVMC 

3  8:30 am 
Coffee Time 
 
CCNS 
Bingo Fund-
raising Event 

4 5   7:00 pm 
Music and 
Worship 

6    
7pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

7   2:00 pm 
Nurture Com 

8 9 

10    11   1pm 
Witness 
Commission 

12    
7:00 pm 
Stewards 
Commission 

13    
7pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

14 15 16 

17   Deacon’s 
Mtg Lunch 

18 19    7:00 pm  
Board Mtg 

 

6-7pm CCNS 
Open House 

20    
7pm Choir 

21 22 23 

24 25    26   7:00 pm 
Wampler  
Bible Study 

27   9am   
B-day Break-
fast @ Wal-
nut Bottom 
Diner 
 
7pm Choir 

28   6:30 
pm District 
Ministry Com 

29 30   9:30- 
3:30 SVMC 
 
3pm CCNS 
Toy Clean-
ing 

31       


