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From the Pastor’s Desk . . .
 

Pastors’ Desk 
 
 
 February always brings the elements of love, often romantic love, to be celebrated. 
Florists and chocolate makers and card designers love it, as do restaurants.  Valentine’s 
Day, or the Day of Love as it is called in Spanish, is celebrated all over the world.  Specifi-
cally, in Mexico, it is the day of Love and Friendship.  In Sweden it is All Hearts’ Day and 
in Finland, it is Friend’s Day.  It is nice to celebrate that love.  
 Love and friendship are gifts that endure and give life meaning.  Every time we 
have an open time of sharing blessings, people always mention family, friends, and 
church.  For me, the day of February 14, 1971 is the day I met the God of love and com-
mitted my life to Jesus forever.  I have never regretted that decision. 
 One thing I find that I confused and others have confused is to take a definition of 
love formed by ourselves and apply that to God.  We decide what to us is loving, and then 
judge God by our standards.  We cite, “God is love” and then say, “A God of love would-
n’t…”  But we need to re-define love by God’s character.  The God of love let the Son of 
God suffer, die, be betrayed, and tortured, so that the purpose of our salvation could be 
accomplished. God tells us the actions that will harm us or lead us to health, and they 
may not want to be what we want to hear.  Take it to silliness, “A loving God would let me 
have as much chocolate as I want and not insist on fruits and veggies.”  Apply it to mat-
ters in which the Bible speaks differently from the world, “God wants me to be safe and 
that means killing someone else first.”  But the scripture tells us the opposite…to lay down 
our lives for others.  
 True love remembers the wounded child in each of us. It remembers that we all 
have different experiences in life by which we interpret different events. It does not judge 
and is not quick to find fault.  It yields to others’ wishes, unless it is a scriptural principle. 
 Three Valentines were martyred for their faith. The emperor Claudius forbade all 
marriages, believing attachments cut down men’s willingness to join the army.  Valentine 
continued to perform secret marriages.  For his efforts, he was beheaded.  Another Val-
entine, a bishop in Rome, was beheaded on the 14th of another year, as was an Africa 
martyr, all in a short time period. All three sacrificed for their faith. 
 Paper valentines are a Western invention.  We hold to the type of love for family, 
friend, stranger, and even enemy that is shown in John 3:16  “For God so loved the world, 
that He gave His only son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.”  
 
In God’s love…Pastor Marla 
  
 



The Light On The Hill  

 

WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP 

 
The Nurture Commission and Women's Fellow-
ship are interested in purchasing round tables 
to use at our banquets and even for the yard 
sale. Gloria would like to know if you are a 
member of Sam's Club or BJ's and would ask 
you to price round tables and find out how 
sturdy they are. Please let Doris Marks or Glo-
ria Ramirez know if you have that member-
ship or information.  It will be a substantial 
cost so we want to know that they are sturdy 
and will last. 
 
Hopefully, a list of activities for women may 
come forth one of these days. If you have 
ideas for an activity, or a meal out, please 
let me know. 
 
If you would like to quilt or learn to quilt, 
please check with Gloria....we need help 
with the quilts that Ginny Wilson has pre-
pared for us. 
 
You still have time to become a SECRET SIS-
TER!  The snows of January left us a little be-
hind in the schedule to get the sheets distrib-
uted and exchanged. If you did not find the 
sheets in the narthex, please notify Gloria 
ASAP. 
 
We still extend an invitation to the Sonbeam's 
Sunday School class who have begun a book 
study, called “The Relief of Imperfection.”  
It's looking very interesting so far. 
 
The Birthday Breakfast Ladies are always 
looking for fresh faces. Please join us on the 
last Wednesday of each month. A schedule of 
which diner where we eat should be available 
on the hall bulletin. If you cannot find it, 
check with Gloria Ramirez. 

News Of The Congregation  

SOPA NURTURE COMMISSION 
 
National Junior High Conference @ Elizabethtown 
College, Elizabethtown, PA June 14-16, 2019.  
The Commission is offering eight scholarships, 
each one in the amount of $175, for Junior High 
Youth attending National Junior High Conference 
in June 2019.  Please see flyer on the bulletin 
board for all the details. 
 
Brethren youth events for 2019 are in the plan-
ning stages, which are listed in a flyer on the bul-
letin board. 
 
 
NURTURE COMMITTEE’S LIGHTEN UP POT-
LUCK 
 
February 10th is Nurture Committee’s Lighten Up 
Potluck.  Please bring a dish of a healthy or low 
calorie dish to share at noon.  Drinks and table-
ware will be supplied.  Thank you. 
 

 

Special District & Brotherhood Offering 
 
February 10th is designated as the 1st Special Of-
fering Sunday of 2019 to donate funds to the Dis-
trict and Brotherhood Organizations.  During 
2018, the congregation donated a total of $3,775 
through special offerings and weekly contribu-
tions for these two special organizations.  This to-
tal represents 75.5 % of the church’s total pledge 
amount of $5,000.  A special thank you to all who 
helped make this witness outreach a success!   
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 News Of The Congregation, Community & Letters We Get . . . 

WITNESS COMMISSION 
 
We had our first meeting of the New Year 
and discussed different outreach events and 
places where we could share our resources 
and educate as well.  If you have ideas for us 
to use, please let Gloria Ramirez, Lisa Bill-
man, Linda Wilson, and Dale Miller know.  
Let us pray that we are able to witness to 
those inside and outside of the church. There 
are many ways to share God's love and car-
ing. 
 
We will be preparing new baskets of items 
for those who might move into the areas sur-
rounding the church and will be reminding 
you of their purpose and availability once 
they are put together. 
 
Upcoming dates to think about:  February 3 is 
Super Bowl Sunday, and we will soon find 
out the two teams that will be part of the 
soup collection for Project SHARE.  SHARE's 
Empty Bowls meal is on March 18 th at the 
Dickinson College HUB. Tickets can be pur-
chased at SHARE.  On April 30th we will once 
again hope to participate in the District's 
Meat Canning Project.  This is REALLY A LOT 
OF FUN! 
 
On the last Sunday of February, Gloria 
Ramirez will be collecting monetary dona-
tions to the Friends of Cross Keys Village. 
These donations help Samaritan Fellowship, 
which helps the residents who have outlived 
their resources. The Brethren Home does not 
ask anyone to leave if they run out of money. 
Hopefully, we can help with our donations.  
This year, you can be a member of THE 
FRIENDS, by donating $10 which is a Bronze 
Membership, $550 for a Silver Membership, or 
$200 for a Gold Membership.   Donations will 
be listed by the category rather than in a list-
ing of donors. 

 
The Witness Commission thanks the congre-
gation for their contributions to Community 

CARES and Project Share this past year.   We 
gave 137 wipes and 777 cans of tuna through

-out the year.   These organizations really 
appreciate our contributions and so we will 

continue in 2019 to collect them on a month-

ly basis. 

 
 

FROM CAMP EDER 
 
OUR SUMMER CAMP SCHEDULE IS UP 

AND REGISTRATION IS OPEN!  REGIS-

TER NOW!  SPACE IS LIMITED! 

Above all, we, at Camp Eder, are about sharing 

the message of Jesus Christ and impacting com-

munities everywhere with the hope we have in 

Him.  We hope camp inspires you, encourages 

you, and uplifts you!   Contact us @ 

www.campeder.org / ph. 717-642-8256 
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Cross Keys Village 
 
Apple Core Band, Friday, February 15, 2019 , 2:00 pm - 3:30 pm @ Nicarry Meetinghouse.  

The Apple Core Band is a locally renowned band from Biglerville in Adams County with mem-

bers of all ages. We are happy to welcome them back to Cross Keys Village by popular demand 

for an afternoon of popular favorites. 

 

Cholesterol and Your Diet; Wednesday, February 27, 2019, 11:00 am - 12:00 pm @ Encore 

Room - Harmony Ridge.  According to the Centers for Disease Control, nearly 1 in 3 American 

adults has high cholesterol. Too much cholesterol puts you at risk for heart disease and stroke, 

two leading causes of death in the United States. Learn how to manage your cholesterol through 

food choices in this Discovery course offered by CKV Dietician Danielle Wentz. 

 
Birth and Death of an Amusement Park; Thursday, February 28, 2019, 11:00 am - 12:00 pm @ 

Encore Room - Harmony Ridge.  Join fellow villager Les Stambaugh for an engaging presenta-

tion on one of Hanover’s treasures from the past: Forest Park.  You will take delight in an array 

of historic photos and memories of the roller coaster, the carousel, and more. 

 

 
BINGO BRAIN BUILDING BENEFIT 

 

CCNS has announced that their annual Brain Building Benefit will be held on 

Sunday, March 3rd at the Carlisle Elk’s Lodge, 120 W. Ridge Street, Carlisle.  

Doors open 12 noon, Bingo begins at 1:00 pm. There will be 20 bingo games, 

plus drawings, 50/50, and more!  Each Bingo game prize will include a design-

er bag filled with goodies from local/national businesses.  A meal is included in 

the price of the ticket and there will also be a cash bar!  Tickets are $35 in ad-

vance and $40 at the door.  Contact Brittany Sweeney at (717) 243-0596 or 

email at fundraising@ccns-preschool.org  There is a flyer on the bulletin board. 
 
 

Bethany Theological Seminary has thanked Carlisle Church of the Brethren for the 
$100 the church donated to them in support of their preparing their students to serve  
and minister within the changing needs of the church and our world.  Support from 
us demonstrates that our combined gifts can accomplish more than any of us could 
on our own. 
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Max Lucado writes in his devotions in When God Whispers Your Name… 
 
“For the next twelve hours I will be exposed to the day's demands. It is now that I 
must make a choice. Because of Calvary, I'm free to choose. And so I choose. 
I choose love . . . 
No occasion justifies hatred; no injustice warrants bitterness. I choose love. Today I 
will love God and what God loves. 
I choose joy . . . 
I will invite my God to be the God of circumstance. I will refuse the temptation to be 
cynical . . . the tool of the lazy thinker. I will refuse to see people as anything less 
than human beings, created by God. I will refuse to see any problem as anything 
less than an opportunity to see God. 
I choose peace . . . 
I will live forgiven. I will forgive so that I may live. 
I choose patience . . . 
I will overlook the inconveniences of the world. Instead of cursing the one who takes 
my place, I'll invite him to do so. Rather than complain that the wait is too long, I will 
thank God for a moment to pray. Instead of clinching my fist at new assignments, I 
will face them with joy and courage. 
I choose kindness . . . 
I will be kind to the poor, for they are alone. Kind to the rich, for they are afraid. And 
kind to the unkind, for such is how God has treated me. 
I choose goodness . . . 
I will go without a dollar before I take a dishonest one. I will be overlooked before I 
will boast. I will confess before I will accuse. I choose goodness. 
I choose faithfulness . . . 
Today I will keep my promises. My debtors will not regret their trust. My associates 
will not question my word. My wife will not question my love. And my children will 
never fear that their father will not come home. 
I choose gentleness . . . 
Nothing is won by force. I choose to be gentle. If I raise my voice may it be only in 
praise. If I clench my fist, may it be only in prayer. If I make a demand, may it be on-
ly of myself. 
I choose self-control . . . 
I am a spiritual being. After this body is dead, my spirit will soar. I refuse to let what 
will rot, rule the eternal. I choose self-control. I will be drunk only by joy. I will be im-
passioned only by my faith. I will be influenced only by God. I will be taught only by 
Christ. I choose self-control. 
Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control. To these I commit my day. If I succeed, I will give thanks. If I fail, I will seek 
his grace. And then, when this day is done, I will place my head on my pillow and 
rest. 

http://www.crosswalkmail.com/ezpzsprhzdzfrqhkftlwvfjvrpfqyllqdbrvsskztpsdhzh_gwcryymwwwlrdcrktltryww.html?a=UpWords+from+Max+Lucado&b=UpWords+from+Max+Lucado+01%2F19%2F05&c=2680187&d=9ba96084aa1cbba6e2f323127f28a476&e=522900075
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Dear Friends, 
 
I would like to apologize for having left your congregation out of our list of those to 
thank in the latest print version of our Newsletter. I take full responsibility and can 
assure you that we are grateful for your congregation’s dedication to the cause of 
those who hunger in our community. I can assure you that I have put a fail-safe sys-
tem into play for our Congregational Connections that will prevent this from hap-
pening again. Once again my personal apologies. 
 
In the meantime, I also welcome you to access our E-Newsletter, which has been 
sent to all of our followers and supporters numbering over 6,000. This latest edition 
properly recognizes your congregation and the others in the community who sup-
port the food insecurity in our region. You can access it with the link below. 
 
https://projectsharepa.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Enewsletter1.pdf 
 
Wishing you and your congregation a blessed 2019! 
Joe 
 
Joseph D. Kloza 
Coordinator Education and Communication Outreach 
 
Project SHARE of Carlisle 
5 N. Orange St., Suite 4 
Carlisle, PA 17013 
www.projectsharepa.org 
(P) 717-249-7773 ext. 236 
(F) 717-249-0591 

 

 

 

 

Feb 4: Eat ice cream for Breakfast Day 
Feb 9 National Read in the Bathtub Day 
Feb 28, National Eat Pancakes Day, as well as National Sleep in Public Day 

https://projectsharepa.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Enewsletter1.pdf
http://www.projectsharepa.org
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Baking soda, Household helper 
 
We know a lot of hints to use baking soda. I imagine if I looked into your refrigera-
tor, I would find an open box, removing the odors from it.  But what are some other 
uses AFTER you take the box out of there? 
 
It is a great cleaner of pots and pans. Over Thanksgiving, we discovered the only 
large pot in the retreat kitchen had burn spots on it. That, of course, flavored the 
food made in there and encouraged that gravy to burn as well. I had heard that put-
ting baking soda down with a half inch or less of water, and letting it boil would re-
move the burned area. Sure enough, it took several times, but that pot was sparkling 
clean.  
 
It can also clean the metal on your electric burners, or enamel ware. Substitute for 
products like Comet. It can clean counters. It leaves all clean and better smelling. 
One hint says to put a cup in the toilet bowl, let it sit an hour and then clean it. 
 
It can be sprinkled in your shoes or carpet as odor removers. Some use it as deodor-
ant, after mixing it with cornstarch. It can be used as a toothpaste, though you may 
have to add tea tree or spearmint oil to make it more antibiotic or leave minty 
breath. 
 
It works very well to soothe bites. If I get a bee sting, I make a paste of baking soda 
to put on it. It also relieves sunburn pain. Some use it for itchy skin or poison ivy 
reactions.  
 
Supposedly, sprinkled under sinks or in basement windows, it repels ants and cock-
roaches…I have yet to test this out! 
 
Finally, one hint says to add one teaspoon of baking soda to make cut flowers last 
longer…maybe we can test this on Valentine’s Day!  (buy yourself some flowers if 
you like flowers and think you are a sweetheart of a person!) 
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On the Personal Side... 

Joys, Sorrows, & Concerns 
 
FRIENDS OF THE CONGREGATION who have been ill, hospitalized, or needing prayer 
this past month include:  230+ Nigerian girls kidnapped by Boko Haram.  Dorcas Yakubu re-
mains in captivity after three years.  Her family holds little hope for her return, but we can contin-
ue praying that God bless and protect her.  
 
 
PRAYERS AND CONCERNS THIS PAST MONTH TO: 
 
Prayer List:  . 
 
PERSONS FROM THE CONGREGATION who have been ill, hospitalized, or needing pray-
er this past month include:    

               The Light On The Hill 
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Serving You In February . . . 

Worship  
Greeters 

 
 

Hospitality 
 
 

Ushers 
 

Our Record of Faithfulness 
 

                               Y-T-D               2016               Y-T-D.                   2016                     2017 
February 19              General Fund          General Fund         Building Fund           Building Fund              Special Giving 
                                      $18,537.00                 $6,879.50                 $290.00                       $195.00                       

 
“Knowledge makes us proud of ourselves, while love makes us helpful to others. ” 

1 Corinthians 8:1 
 

“No person was ever honored for what he received.  He was honored for what he gave.” 
~Calvin Coolidge 

 

 

Head Ushers 
 

February   3 -  
February 10 -  
February 17 -  
February 24 -  

                  The Light On The Hill 

Worship Leaders 
 

February   3 - 
February 10 - 
February 17 - 
February 24 -   

Children’s Time 
 

February   3 -  
February 10 -  
February 17 -  
February 24 -  
 

Nursery 
 

February   3 -  
February 10 -  
February 17 -  
February 24 - n  

Sound Room 
 

February   3 -  
February 10 -  
February 17 -  
February 24 -  

Our Record of Faithfulness 
 

                               Y-T-D                2018                Y-T-D                  2018                 Y-T-D   
January 13, 2019        General Fund          General Fund         Building Fund          Building Fund           Special Giving 

                                         $5 
 

Life can only be understood backwards, but it must be lived forwards.  
~ Soren Kierkegaard, Theologian 

 

In his heart a man plans his course, but the LORD determines his step.  
- Proverbs 16:9 
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Happy  
      Birthday 
  
 

 Happy  
    Anniversary 
 There are no wedding 
 anniversaries this month. 

RECIPES OF THE MONTH 
 

GROUND BEEF & BROCCOLI STIR-FRY 

 

 1/2 C Brown Sugar, packed 

 1/2 C Soy Sauce 

 1 TBS Sesame Oil 

 1/4 to 1/2 tsp crushed Red Pepper 

Flakes 

 1/2 tsp Ground Ginger 

 4 cloves Garlic, minced 

 1 TBS Cornstarch 

 1 lb Ground Beef 

 5-6 C frozen Broccoli Florets 

 Green Onions, thinly sliced 

 Sesame Seeds 

 Cooked Rice 

 

In a bowl, combine brown sugar, soy 

sauce, sesame oil, red pepper flakes, 

ground ginger, minced garlic and corn-

starch.  Set aside. 

 

In a large skillet or wok, add ground 

beef and cook until halfway done.  

Next, add the broccoli to the same skil-

let.  Continue cooking until beef is 

done and broccoli is cooked to your 

liking.  Add sauce to the pan and cook 

over medium heat for a couple 

minutes, stirring occasionally.  Serve 

over rice, sprinkled with green onions 

and sesame seeds. 
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First Church of the Brethren 
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Address Service Requested 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartix.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2016%2F04%2FSeptember-clipart.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartix.com%2Fseptember-clip-art%2F&docid=s4ygwhhSWC1SMM&tbnid=t88aSOTnS6IDwM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwi7-bnPzsncAhV
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartix.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2016%2F04%2FSeptember-clipart.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartix.com%2Fseptember-clip-art%2F&docid=s4ygwhhSWC1SMM&tbnid=t88aSOTnS6IDwM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwi7-bnPzsncAhV
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February 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3  
8:30 am Cof-
fee Time 

4  7pm 
Emergency 
Planning Com 

5   9:00am 
Central PA Pas-
tors’ Mtg 
1pm Quilting 
7pm Emer-
gency Plan-
ning 
7pm Music & 
Worship 

6 
7pm Choir  
Rehearsal 

7 
2:00 pm 
Nurture Com-
mission 

8 9   10am 
Set up tables 
and decorate 

10 
Noon Potluck  
Lighten Up 
Lunch & Bap-
tism 

11 
1pm W it-
ness Com-
mission 

12   9:00 am 
Quilting 

13 
7pm Choir  
Rehearsal 

14 
6:30 pm Dist. 
Executive 
Committee 

15 16 

17 18 19   9:00 am 
Quilting 

 

7pm Church 
Board Meeting 

20 
7pm Choir  
Rehearsal 

21 
6:30 pm Dis-
trict Ministry 
Com. 

22 23 

24 
Marks’ Rental of 
Gym 

25 26   9:00 am 
Quilting 
 
7:00 pm 
Wampler Bible 
Study 

27  9am 
B-day Break-
fast at Farm-
ers’ Market 

28   


